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Clearaudio Charisma V2 Cartridge 
$2000
Promoted as founder Peter Suchy’s “moving-magnet masterpiece,” the Charisma 
V2 confirms in the listening that this claim is no exaggeration. With a mass-load-
ed, low-resonance, ebony-wood body, Charisma employs top-notch features like 
the same boron cantilever and double-polished Gyger S stylus found in the leg-
endary Goldfinger Statement mc. But it’s the raw musicality of  Charisma that had 
me spinning LPs like a demented DJ. Naturalistic and detailed, Charisma offers 
up classic midrange bloom and image stability, plus a full palette of  tonal colors, 
dynamic electricity, and top-end sweetness. As with its vaunted moving-coil breth-
ren, it resolves even finer gradations of  light and air in the upper octaves, all the 
while maintaining a neutral balance. There are no tonal dead spots, and tracking 
is unshakably excellent. Costly moving coils tend to grab all the headlines in high-
end circles, but their low output generally requires pricey step-up devices, which 
means your wallet takes an additional hit. However, with its real-world output of  
3.6mV, a Charisma means you’re likely good-to-go with an existing phonostage. 
Charisma…either you’ve got it or you don’t. This cartridge has got it. (284)
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