REVIEW

Diamonds In

the Ring

The high end moving coil cartridge market is a hotly contested one, with some big hitters
ruling the roost. Tony Bolton pitted three such fighters together — Clearaudio’s Concerto,
Ortofon’s Jubilee and Transfiguration's Phoenix. Seconds out...

f ever we needed proof that

hi-fi was an esoteric hobby, it is

the wide availability of high end

moving coil cartridges. Most

human beings regard spending

a few hundred pounds on hi-fi
to be excessive in itself, let alone five
times that for (seemingly) one small
part of it. But such are the levels of
analogue addiction in the UK hi-fi
market at least, that there'’s plenty of
demand for such things.

At this level, you should expect
superb design, build and manufacture,
Given that there are excellent moving
coils around for £500, there’s really
no excuse for anything less. And
so it was with this little threesome
— they're all highly desirable examples
of the breed. But with differing
philosophies (and indeed engineering
detail), you're going to get noticeably
different sonic characters — so we
though it was time listen carefully...

Let’s kick off with Clearaudio’s

Concerto, the most expensive of the
three here at £1,400 and also the

scariest to handle. This was because
of the exposed solid boron cantilever,
tipped with the Clearaudio designed
Micro-HD shape stylus jutting out
of the front. Inside it was connected
to two gold coils that generate the
signal by moving within the magnetic
field generated by the surrounding
eight magnets. The body is made of
satine wood, and the rather unusual
‘crown of fingers' is described in the
instructions as a “‘resonance optimised
shape”.

The £1,300 Ortofon MC
Jubilee was introduced to celebrate
Ortofon’s 80th Anniversary back in
1998, and was the original user of
the body shape now familiar from
both the Kontrapunkt range and the
recently reviewed MC Windfeld. Until
the latter's arrival, the MC Jubilee
topped the range, but has had to pass
that title on. The body is made from
stainless steel and aluminium, with the
characteristic side panels extending
slightly forward to provide a shroud
around the boron cantilever, with
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its Nude Shibata stylus. Optimum
tracking force is specified as 2.3
grams, half a gram less than the
Clearaudio.

Falling neatly between the last
two price points is the £1,350
Transfiguration Phoenix, from
Immutable Music Inc. of Japan. This
unit was first introduced approxi-
mately two years ago, but has been
quietly modified by replacing the
internal silver wire with a purer
and thicker version (now 5N). This
has had the effect of lowering the
internal impedance from 7 to 4
Ohms which, it's claimed, improves
transparency. Both front and rear
double ring magnets are now
MNeodymium (previously the front
one was Samarium Cobalt). There
is a proprietary Ogura PA stylus
tip attached to a boron cantilever,
suspended in a fairly hidden position
under the “resonance controlled
aluminium body"”. A vertical line is
indented into the front of the body to
aid cueing.
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