might just have the answer...

or hardcore vinyl aficiona-
dos, only a truly LP-spe-
cific system will do - one
withourt all the clutter of
digital disc spinners, tuners
and iPods, which can all
sit somewhere else. This manth, |'ve
assembled a highly focused single-
source system thats designed the eke
the mest from your record grooves,
and to do this | found myself taking
some unusual steps...
The set-up you see before
you is very rare for possessing
a fully balanced signal path from
turntable to phonostage wo
active loudspeakers! | designed it
backwards, with the PMC AMLI
loudspeakers being my first choice.
PMC tells me that while the £4,64I
stand mount AMLIs are used for
monitoring purpases in recording
studios, they are equally adept with
domestic hi-fi, and as | found out
later; their naturally insightful nature
is complemented by a satisfying
musicality - unlike many high-end
active "filling-removal' monitors.
Internally, each AML| uses 100W
mid/bass and B0V wreble linear
power amplifiers made by Canadian
amplifier specialist Bryston. As a
result, the heatsinks at the rear are
quite plentiful, but unlike many active
loudspeakers they're beautifully
designed and without any sharp
edges. The tweeter is a 32Zmm soft
dome, while the midfbass is described
as a |65mm carbon-fibre and Nomex
flat piston.
Being a ‘pro audio’ product,
the AMLIs are connected via XLR
balanced sockets only, so the hunt
was on for a high-qualicy volume-
cantrol-equipped phono stage with

#LR connectors - and
it arrived in the shape
of the newly released
£1,170 Clearaudic
Balance+. This is a
versatile device as it
has balanced XLR and
unbalanced RCA phono
inputs and outputs,
and has switchable
MM, MC and subsonic
filter. Its machined
front-panel has a very
solid and smoothly-
operated volume-control,
headphone output
and variable/fixed and
mute switches. It has a
separate power supply
in a matching, exquisitely
finished, thick non-
rescnant aluminium case.
| was also supplied with
the £410 Clearaudio
Accu+ upgrade which
can be used with
new "+" Clearaudio
phonostages providing
isolated rechargeable DC battery
source for power.

The turntable source also had
to be XLR connected — luckily
most cartridges are suited to
balanced connection as they have
separate positive and negative left
and right outpurs (including ground
connection). Sa | opted for the new
Origin Live £2,300 MK2 Resclution
turntable and £970 MK3 Encounter
arm combination. The new MK2
Resolution features a precision
bored, honed and polished bearing
that rotates in a film of special ol
without any surface contace except
the load bearing tip - which acts as
a single energy transmission point.
Gane is the sub platter and previous
plinth which has been replaced
by a heavyweight, simpler, chassis
with steel components for stabilicy
against inertia vibrations. As a result,
when spinning on its own, the
new Resolution MK2 is one of the
quietest turntables | have yet heard.

The MK3 Encounter arm now
uses a dual pivot bearing assembly
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In Balance

If the idea of a minimalist high-end vinyl
system appeals, then Channa Vithana

instead of the previous gimbal

type. Origin Live says the dual

pivot method has the benefits of
unipivots (low-friction and high-
decoupling for “excellent definition
and transparency”) but with the
stability and convenience (“non-
wobbliness") of gimbal arms. The
Resolution MK2 now comes part-
assembled and is much easier to set
up than many suspended types. The
Resolution MK2 and Encounter MK3
are superbly designed and built, and
proved a pleasure to use,

Going right back to the source
pick up | decided to try the Japanese
Lyx R100H MC cartridge at £650.The
Zyx uses 6N (99.9999%) purity copper
wire in its coils with a Boron 0.3mm
diameter cantilever. It weighs 4.2g,
and | set it at 2g tracking force. For
system synergy, Origin Live supplied
me with their Reference interconnect
ac £199 for a 3m length (plus XLRs
at £25). Being very secretive about its
construction, all Origin Live will say is
that it's a two-core construction with a
braided sheath!
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