VINYL SECTION

Performance Al

Featuring a fiendishly clever new bearing, Clearaudio’s new Performance attempts to be both
an easy-to-use package and an audiophile turntable. David Price decides whether it delivers...
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learaudio is an interesting
company. Making moving
coil cartridges since 1978,
it has progressively grown
its range to its present
capacious state — lest we
forget — as overall vinyl sales went
south throughout the eighties and
nineties. Now in 2007, it makes
some of the most stunning vinyl disc
spinners I've heard — not least the
Clearaudio Reference that | reviewed
in February 2004’s edition of Hi-Fi
World. | actually think that, in this
country at least, the vast expanses

of beautiful translucent acrylic that
these turntables use are not helpful.
The problem is that the decks look
so good that some, more dyed-in-
the-grain, British audiophiles think
of them of as ‘all show and no go',
which couldn’t be further from the
truth.
In truch, Clearaudio are very

serious about mechanical engineering.

Unlike many UK turntable specialists,
as well as doing motor units they
manufacture their own tonearms
and continue to make cartridges

— all of which show very clever use
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of materials technology. Despite
being a relatively low end product
(for Clearaudio), the new £1,670
Performance turntable package
exemplifies this — there's acrylic in
the platter and base, carbon fibre
in the tonearm and wood in the
cartridge, plus the company's new
ceramic magnetic bearing. Not bad
for what's supposed to be a basic ‘fit
and forget’ all-in-one package.
Starting with the chassis, and it's
a non-sprung sandwich design, but
with more ingredients than a Burger
King Double Whopper. It's essentially



High Density Fibreboard set within
an aluminium frame, which is then
sandwiched between two layers of
‘Staron’ artificial stone (sourced
from Samsung), not too dissimilar to
ARCB used in Trio’s classic L-o7D
turntable, no less. Vital statistics are
420x330x130mm and |0kg.

Into this is set the main bearing
shaft, which is machined from an
exclusive new ceramic alloy, allowing
a much finer polished surface
than that previously obtainable in
turntable bearings, claims Clearaudio.
As the bearing does not use a ball
bearing or thrust pad of any kind, it
should theoretically be immune to
friction, wear and noise.

The motor is a separate
affair, which is modern belt drive
best-practice. |t drives the precision-

machined 40mm thick G5-PMMA
acrylic platter via a Clearaudio 'silent
belt’, a joint-less silicon based design
which is claimed to transfer signifi-
cantly less noise into the platter than
traditional rubber types.

The tonearm is Clearaudio’s own
Satisfy Carbon Directwire, which is
a beautifully finished straight tube
design, with a woven carbon fibre
arm tube that's both extremely
rigid yet light. The vertical bearing
uses a shaft made out of wolfram,
the polished ends of which run in
sapphire watch bearings, and the twin
horizontal bearings are of ceramic
type.Wiring is an unbroken run
of Clearaudio’s own Direct Wire
from the cartridge to phono plugs,
and cartridge pins are Clearaudio’s
own impedance-matched sprung
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connectors. Bias ccmpensation

is magnetic. Completing the
Performance package is Clearaudio's
Maestro Wood carrtridge, the
company's top moving magnet that
boasts a satiné wood body holding a
Boron cantilever.

SET UP

Despite being an ‘all-in-one’ turntable
package, unfortunately you still have
to assemble it as it comes in semi-
kit form, as per Michell turntables.
Putting it together is quite a long
process, although certainly not
complex — dare | say, it’s easy enough
without resorting to the instruction
manual, as per standard hi-fi reviewer
practice!

The main thing is the tonearm
installation, which requires three allen
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