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1OP TURNTABLES

Vinyl has made a big comeback of late, and there’s never been
a better choice of turntables to play your cherished records on

BEST FOR VALUE

PRO-JECT DEBUTIII/ORTOFON OM5E £130
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The price says it all. For just £130 you get an excellent budget
turntable with aluminium tonearm and Ortofon OMSE cartridge.
The Debut Il simply trounces similarly-priced CD players where all
the important aspects of music making are concerned. It offers a
taut, sprightly and well-focussed sound, while low frequencies are
full-bodied in the classic vinyl manner, with not a hint of bloat or
lethargy. In the midrange, voices are given ample room to breathe
and treble frequencies are crisp and attacking, This deckis a stellar
performer and remarkable value for money.
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PRO-JECTRPM5 £400
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Pro-ject’s budget Debut series has made the entry-level disc-
spinner range its own (see above), and we reckon the RPM5 is good
enough to do the same in the mid-priced area. It's a well-thought-
out package: your money buys a nicely finished and well made deck,
complete with a carbon fibre tone arm. You'll also need to buya
cartridge: the £50 Ortofon 510 works well, and is what we used
during testing. In use, the RPM5 delivers all the detail you can
reasonably expect for the money in avery musical manner. Our
Product of the Yearin 2006 and still a fabulous piece of kit.
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BEST ALL-ROUNDER

CLEARAUDIO EMOTION £690
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We made the Emotion our Product of the Year turntable in 2004 and

2005, and with good reason. It continues to thrill and delight every-

timewe digitout - it’s lovely to behold, beautifully built and sounds

superb, delivering a level of musical fidelity a CD player costing four

figures would struggle to match. The Emotion is a dynamic, detailed

listen, fullyin touch with the emotional and mechanical aspects of

| your music. It may look like a Philippe Starck frippery, but the

| Clearaudio Emotion is a serious and purposeful proposition. If you
wantyour turntable to look as good as it sounds, try this.
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BESTFOR STYLE

ROKSAN RADIUS 5 £850
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Trust Roksan to do things differently. The Radius 5 might look like a
stylish but conventional deck, but under the skinyou'll find gems of
engineering that trace their roots all the way back to the company’s
first ever product, the Xerxes turntable. The deckis arranged in
layers, to minimisevibration, and the motoris very compliantly
mounted to even out any speed irregularities, As a result, the
Roksan Radius 5 is a stormer, with a level of control and resolution
that few can match. Have no doubt, this is a magnificent piece of
engineering and worth every penny. We love it.
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B Trythem with these...
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CYRUS 8vs

£800
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This currentversion of the Gyrus 8is the
bestyet, delivering superb imaging,
drive and spaciousness combined with
exemplary build quality.

FULLREVIEW page 38

PROACSTUDIO 140
£1440

These are great all-

wellwith all genres of
music: they deliver
punch, powerand

they're needed, and
dynamics are bold.

«» PHONO STAGE

TRICHORD DINO
£329
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As the Cyrus amp above is a line-level
device, you'll need to add the Award-
winning Trichord Dino phono stage to
boost the signal from the turntable.
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